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Project :   Westlegate Tower, Norwich 

Services: Rights of Light Consultants, Party Wall Surveyors & Neighbourly Matters Consultants 

 



The practice was originally established as a single disciplinary practice to ensure that the 

standard and professionalism of the Chartered Building Surveyor was not diminished 

within a multi-disciplinary environment.  

The practice has experienced an ever- increasing volume of neighbourly matters, dispute 

and property law related instructions including: 

• Party wall matters 

• Rights of light 

• Common law licences 

• Dispute resolution 

• Boundary disputes 

• Expert witness 

• Independent expert determination 

• Neutral evaluations 

• Litigation support  

• Mediation 

• Dilapidations 

This journey has dovetailed with the directors’ aspirations for the practice to focus 

principally on the provision of specialist neighbourly matters services.  

In March 2016 JGA Specialist Services entered the market based on solid 

foundations, thereby providing the only East Anglian based practice specialising 

solely in neighbourly matters and property law to fellow consultants, solicitors 

developers and private clients. 

 

 

John Goddard Associates was formed in August 1998. We are an RICS regulated 

Chartered Building Surveying practice with a specialism for all neighbourly matters 

and property law. 

Project: Crossfield House redevelopment Croydon 

Services: Party Wall Surveyors 

 
Project: Crossfield House redevelopment Croydon 

Services: Party Wall Surveyors 

 

Constitute ‘neighbourly matters’  



  

 

  

John Goddard  Managing Director 

LL.M  BSc  FRICS C.Build E  FCABE MFPWS  
Accredited Commercial Mediator 
 

• Master of  Laws LL.M (advanced commercial property law) 

• Chartered Building Surveyor 

• Chartered Building Engineer 

• Party Wall & Rights of Light Surveyor 

• RICS Neighbour Disputes Service panel member 

• Accredited Commercial Mediator  

• RICS Panel Chairman for the Assessment of Professional 
Competence (APC) of candidates seeking Chartered Surveyor 
status. 

• RICS APC Assessment Panel Auditor, monitoring 
performance of assessment panels. 

• RICS Appeal Panel Chairman. 

 

Director 



 

 

  

90% of our instructions are generated 

via repeat business from existing clients 

or direct recommendation. 

We also have professional Curricula 

Vitae available where required for 

appointment consideration. Please 

contact us should you have a 

requirement for copies of these. 

We are pleased to report that consistent 

feedback from our clients repeatedly 

highlights the exceptionally thorough 

detail and content of our reports which 

are presented clearly and intelligibly.    

JGA… your specialist neighbourly 

matters and property law practice. 

 

More about us 
We undertake nationwide instructions 
including the London market, from our 
offices in the vibrant and historic City 
of Norwich. 

 

Due to the Managing Director’s dual legal 

and surveying qualifications, held by few 

practising surveyors, we are in the 

enviable position compared with other 

practices to provide specialist neighbourly 

matters & property law consultancy either 

from the outset or whenever property law 

related issues arise during the course of 

a project.  

We regularly accept referrals from local 

solicitors concerning more specialist 

matters e.g. rights of light and party wall 

law in particular.  

Through our work centering on property 

law we have relationships with both junior 

counsel and QCs who we are able to 

instruct, if required, via the direct access 

scheme.  



 

Party Walls  

Project :   Harriet Walk Knightsbridge London 

Services: Party Wall Surveyors 

 

 

 

 

We regularly offer sound practical advice to, and 

accept referrals from, solicitors and other less 

experienced surveyors.   

 

A robust and legally sound approach is always 

taken by our party wall surveyors, ensuring that 

the Act is dealt with as efficiently and 

expeditiously as possible, within the framework 

of often contentious situations. This is possible 

due to our specialist detailed knowledge of the 

Act in what can be a complex piece of legislation 

in terms of its correct interpretation.  

 

Our party wall surveyors have a specialist 

academic interest in the Act and are therefore 

able to offer enhanced professional services in 

this field. 

 

As part of our more academic involvement, JGA 

have prepared and delivered seminars on the 

Act, which have been delivered to fellow 

surveyors, solicitors, contractors, developers and 

lay clients. 

 

Party Wall Surveyors: We have a demonstrable and renowned track record in party 

wall surveying under the current Party Wall etc. Act 1996 and the now superseded  

London Building Acts (Amendment) Act 1939. This is backed by membership of the 

Faculty of Party Wall Surveyors and the Pyramus and Thisbe club.  Our Party Wall 

instructions are diverse and countrywide, and we act regularly as surveyor appointed 

by the building and adjoining owner, together with ‘agreed surveyor’ instructions.  

 

The Managing Director is regularly nominated as third surveyor and has undertaken 

this role where appointed surveyors have difficulty concluding matters between 

themselves and has had his decisions commended by the Court, where appeals 

have been lodged.  

 

Project :   Norwich Riverside Complex 

Services: Party Wall Surveyors 

 

Project :   Magdalen Street, Norwich 

Services: Party Wall Surveyors 

 

Project :  Crane Road Twickenham  

Services: Party Wall Surveyors 

 



  

Rights of Light   
John Goddard Associates are the only specialist local practice within East Anglia with the 

experience, knowledge and understanding to offer consultancy in respect of the complex area of 

law relating to rights of light and BRE daylight and sunlight analysis. We provide advice and 

professional support in this specialist field to both developers and private clients. 

 

What do we do: 

• Advice on the law relating to common law rights of light for both dominant and servient 

tenements & early neutral evaluation on joint appointments 

• 3D existing and proposed models developed in-house 

• Theoretical ‘test’ reports for sensitive sites using standard adopted room depths 

• Actionable injury assessment of compensation 

• Strategy advice in respect of actionable injury 

• Cut-back and/or transference advice and analysis 

• Daylight & sunlight reports for planning purposes based upon the BRE guide 

 

We construct 3D models of existing layouts and the proposed development on the servient site with in- 

house analysis and computer modelling to provide the data from which rights of light or daylight/sunlight 

reports are written. These JGA specialist services utilise the latest MBS analysis software.  

 

 

 

 

 

Project : The Whisstocks & Nunns Mill Woodbridge 

Service: Rights of Light Consultants  

Project : Duke’s Wharf Norwich 

Service: Rights of Light Consultants  

Project : Harriet Walk Knightsbridge London 

Services: Rights of Light Consultants  



  

Access/Scaffold Licences: Where access to adjoining land is not facilitated under other legislation, we regularly negotiate 

and complete Access/Scaffold Licence agreements in favour of developers, with (sometimes) difficult adjoining owners, to 

facilitate the critical continuation of construction works on site, minimising delay.  Our professional approach and dedication 

to deliver always exceeds the expectations of our clients. 

 

These documents, drafted in- house have been critically examined by counterpart solicitors as part of the negotiation 

process.  A high degree of negotiation skill combined with a receptive attitude is required to facilitate these types of 

agreements, under time pressures and a sometimes adversarial attitude. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have secured a Scaffold Licence completion for a city centre developer whose contractor failed to secure access for 

scaffolding once works had commenced on site.  We were asked to attempt to rescue the situation, which included difficult 

neighbours.  We successfully completed a chain of inter-dependent agreements with five owners.  This was completed in 

three weeks. Delays to the contract were avoided. 

  

Crane Over-Sailing (jib swing) Licences: We are also experienced in drafting Air Space Licences, which are becoming 

more commonplace with the continued pressure to develop difficult constrained brown-field and city centre sites.  These 

licences are mainly for crane jib swing operations, with documents being drafted in-house and subject to successful 

counterpart legal scrutiny. 

Licences  

Project :   Mere Street Diss  Norfolk 

Services: Licence Party Wall Surveyors 

 

Project :   St Andrews Car Park Norwich 

Services: Licence & Party Wall Surveyors 

 



  

Expert | Disputes 
Expert Witness: The Managing Director holds the Cardiff University Law School Bond Solon  

Expert Certificate (Civil) and regularly prepares single and single joint expert reports on 

commercial and residential matters such as dilapidations, professional negligence, building and 

boundary disputes, as well as acting as expert advisor in the stages of a dispute preceding the 

requirement for the appointment of an expert witness. We have experience of giving oral 

evidence in the High Court (TCC)* following the production of an expert report. 

Independent Expert Determinations: We also undertake final and binding independent 

expert determinations following court directions. 

Neutral Evaluation: Domestic rights of light cases between neighbours present the ideal 

opportunity for independent early neutral evaluation, where an analysis report is prepared for 

both parties following joint instructions. JGA are experienced in producing such neutral 

evaluations.  

Mediation:  We provide mediation via our accredited Commercial Mediator and indeed provide 

mediation support to both commercial and private clients. We have also been involved in 

community mediation with Local Authorities for neighbourly matters, for example, noise 

disturbance. Mediation brings the parties together under controlled conditions and encourages 

the discovery and agreement of common ground.  

Boundary Disputes: Site surveying and boundary registration following boundary dispute 

resolution, boundary mediation services, and panel member for the RICS Neighbour Disputes 

Resolution Service (DRS). JGA are one of only two panel members in Norfolk for this RICS  

service. 

 

 

*Van Dal Footwear Limited v Ryman Limited [2009] EWHC 646 (TCC)  

 

Project:   Buttermarket Ipswich 

Services: Terminal Dilapidations Surveyor & Expert Witness  (for tenant) 



  

Dilapidations 

Dilapidations: We have vast experience in dilapidations in dealing with interim, terminal and final 

schedules for both landlords and tenants, including expert witness roles. We act on behalf of landlords 

or tenants, dual role appointments, and in complex cases providing support to the legal profession, 

managing works prior to lease expiry, agreeing financial damages claims and Court appearance when 

litigation has become unavoidable. 

 

This is a complex area of law under the umbrella of commercial landlord and tenant matters deriving 

from the contract (lease), which deals with the issue of ongoing repairing liabilities and disrepair in 

evidence at lease expiration, concerning the parties’ individual liabilities, obligations and rights. It also 

requires compliance with the CPR Dilapidations Protocol including the service of the Quantified 

Demands, when appropriate. JGA, of course, have the experience in their preparation and service. 

 

 

Project:   Greyfriars Road, Cardiff 

Services: Landlords & Tenants Surveyor 

 

Project:   Norvic House Norwich  

Services: Terminal Dilapidations  

We remain legally up-to-date with this and all areas of neighbourly matters and property law through a 

variety of recognised legal update sources such as Westlaw, and continuous study of the latest case law. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

enquiries@jgasurveyors.com 

Property Law Consultancy: 
 

Party Wall Surveyors 

Rights of Light Consultants   

BRE Daylight & Sunlight Analysis 

Scaffold Licences 

Crane Licences  

Construction access Licences 

Access to Neighbouring Land Act    

Dilapidations 

 
Dispute Resolution: 

 
Expert Witness (incl. Single Joint Expert) 

Expert advisor 

Independent Expert Determination 

Neutral Evaluation 

Mediation 

Litigation Support 

Boundary Disputes 

 
Professional Services: 

Residential & Commercial Building Surveys 

Development Appraisal & Feasibility 

Defect Inspections & Diagnosis  

Planned Maintenance Management 

Schedules of Existing Condition 

Insurance cost reinstatement assessments 

 
 
 

Services  

Project:   New Travelodge Norwich 

Services: Party Wall  Surveyors 

 

Project:   New Bus Station Norwich 

Services: Licence & Party Wall Surveyors 

 

Project:   Residential Development Leicester 

Services: Rights of Light Consultants 

 

Project:   Water Street Liverpool 

Services: Interim Dilapidations (for tenant) 

 



  

John Goddard Associates   
 

St Francis House  141-147  Queens Road Norwich  Norfolk  NR1 3PN  
 

www.jgasurveyors.com 
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